
HUMAN LIFE ABOVE
PROPERTY RIGHTS,
MR. LANSING SAYS
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any way justified for its conduct. Now,
what is the United States to do it
these circumstances? If we admit that
the arguments advanced are sound.

, and 1 am sure 110 one will deny that

they are more or less reasonable.and
submit to changes in the rules of

naval warfare, we will bo without any

standard of neutral rights. Conceding
that the rules can be modified by a

belligerent to meet new conditions,
bow far could a belligerent go in

changing the rules? Would not the libertiesof neutrals on the high seas be

nt the mercy «»f every belligerent .' Ah
ft is under the. old rules, neutrals sufferenough when a state of war exists.

They should not be further restricted
In the exercise of their rights.
"The only alternative, therefore, is

r'»r this government to hold firmly to

those neutral rights which international
Taw has clearly defined, and to irsist

vigorously on their observance by all

belligerents. In not the slightest degreecan the settler! rules he modified
unless all the parties interested consentto the modifications.

Misfortune of Belligerents.
"If Germany finds it difficult or impossibleto conform submarine warfareto the international naval code,

or if Great Britain finds it equally difficultto obey the rules of blockade

and contraband, that is their misfortune.They certainly cannot expect

neutral nations t<> submit without resistanceto further invasion of their

rights.
"This has been the position of the

United States from xne I'PKinn.i.f. "

thA war. Tt has twice sought to obtainmutual consent from the belligerentsto certain changes in the

rules, but in both cases it failed and
the suggestions were withdrawn.

"It is true that the rights violated
by the belligerents may differ in importance.and. therefore, require differenttreatment. Thus the violation
of the natural right of life is a much
more serious offense against an individualand against his nation than
the violation of the legal right of property.There is not. and cannot he. adequaterecompense for the wrongful
destruction of life, hut properly losses
may be satisfied by the pa\%nent of

Indemnities. If one belligerent violatesthe right of life and another belligerentviolates the right of property
can you doubt for a moment which
one gives this government the greatest
concern, or which one will call forth
the more vigorous protest and the
more earnest efforts to prevent repetitionsof the offense?

Fail to See Difference.
"A government which places life and

property on an equality would be
generally condemned, and justly condemned.This seems to be an axiom,
and yet, I regret to say. there are

some Americans who do not recognize
this difference. How many take this
view it is impossible to say, but the
number is large, judging by some who
Fit in the halls of Con erress These
people openly complain that the governmentdoes not exert as much pressureto protect American property as
it does to protect American lives.
property, which can he restored to the
owners or an indemnity paid: lives,
which can never be restored or ade-
quately indemnified.
"This mental attitude makes one

wonder if the sensibilities of the Americanpeople have become so blunted by
materialism that they think as much of
the loss of thei?- property as they do
of the loss of the lives of their fellow
countrymen. Such an idea is repugnantto a liberty-loving American: it
is utterly wanting in the nobler impulsesof a great people: it is hostile
to the spirit of true Americanism. Vet
It exists, and is widespread and must
be reckoned with.

Heart of Republic Threatened.
"With the knowledge that a number

of citizens prefer to have their material
Interests protected even to the extent
ef not insisting on our rights, the
conduct of our foreign relations is
made most difficult. How extensive
this influence is no one can say with
certainty. That it exists at all is had
enough, for it shows that we do not
all think true, that the great heart of
the republic is threatened with fatty
degeneracy through those who have
lost their patriotic vigor, that many
Americans have become lovers of ease
rather than lovers of national honor.
"This attitude of mind of a portion

of our people, as I said, increases the
difficulties of diplomacy. It is almost
impossible to present a strong and unbendingfront in a controversy unlegf
a united and determined nation is behindyou. Furthermore, the knowledge
that our people are not a unit in supportinga policy encourages a foreign
government to resist our protests, feelingsure that we must withdraw or
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| modify them. It is not a pleasant po- ijsition.
Americanism for Future.

'I firmly believe that the American I
people will one of these days crush out II
this influence and become as they 11
should be. a great united nation, jeal- I
ous of their rights and eager to defend I
their honor regardless of personal sac- I
riflee. Americanism, with all that that I

(term implies of patriotism, loyalty and I
zeal, must be from this time forth the II
great standing policy of this republic. I]"When you disapprove of some I]! course of action taken by this govern- II
ment be lenient in your judgment, for I
very often the action is the result of II

.(conditions which cannot be made II
public and which may never be made II
public. It is always my wish, and I II
know that it is the wish of the Presi- II
dent, to take the people into our con- II
fidence. to tell them frankly what the |
situation is, hut you must realize that
it cannot be done in every case. They
must try to be patient and to trust
the government to do the very best
it can in upholding: the national honor
and d'gnity.
"Let me add just a word. When the

foreign policies of the government are
criticised by honest critics.1 mean by
'honest' critics those who are not in'fiuenced solely by political considerationsor personal ambitions.I often
wonder what the critics would do if
they had the responsibility. Would
they be so bellicose? Would they make
demands when it was questionable
they could compel compliance? Would
they count the full cost of their action?I wonder whethei they would
be radical or conservative.

Responsibility Gives Pause.

"Responsibility makes a world of
difference in a man's point of view.
When a few words ma> plunge this
country into war. the man who has the

power to utter those words will think
a long. long time before he exercises
that power. He will submit to a deal
of criticism and endure abuse and ridiculerather than see the young: men of
America sent forth to die on the battlefield.<>nly the supreme necessity
of maintaining the honor of the 1'nited
States or of defending its independence
and the liberties of its people will inducehim to speak the fateful words
which may bring death to thousands
of his fellow countrymen and change
the destinies of the republic.
"Those who are prone to blame the

government because it does not demandand threaten ought to consider
very seriously what it would mean to

notinn if their U'ifihPfi Were Carried
out. If they were responsible for the
consequences, would they give the
counsel which, as private citizens,
they are so ready to Rive?"

COMMENCEMENT WEEK
AT G. W. U. BEGINS TODAY

Baccalaureate Sermon Will Be

Preached at Temple Baptist Church

by Rev. Dr. J. J. Muir.

The baccalaureate sermon for the

graduates of George Washington Universityis to be preached this afternoon.at 4 o'clock, at Temple Baptist
Church, 10th and N streets northwest,
by the pastor. Rev. Dr. Joseph JohnstoneMuir.
Candidates for degrees, members of

faculties and trustees of the university
are to assemble at the Medical School
building. 133o U street northwest, at
3:30 o'clock, in academic dress, and
march through the streets to the
church.
Rear Admiral Charles Herbert Stockton.I". S. X.. retired, president of the

university, and Mrs. Stockton will receivemembers of the graduating classestomorrow afternoon from 5 to 7
o'clock at the Washington <'Iub, 17«»1
K street northwest. t'ommencemeni
exercises will he held Wednesday night
in Memorial Continental Hall.
Girl students of the university yesterdaytook a trip up the Chesapeake

and Ohio canal aboard a canal boat
The outing was under d rection of the
Women's Cniversity Club. The girls
assembled at Georgetown early in the
morning, boarded the old boat, and
floated slowly up the waterway, until
noon, when a luncheon was spread on

the bank of the canal.

Military Secrets Bill Passes.
A bill to safeguard national defense

secrets by providing a penalty of $1,000
orone year's imprisonment was extended.in an amendment adopted yesterdayby the Senate to include contractorsor workmen who come into

possession of any secrets through manufacturingor supplying military or

naval equipment. The bill was passed.

President Congratulates Xing.
President Wilson yesterday sent a

message to King George of Great Brit-
ain congratulating him on his fifty,first birthday anniversary.

INSECTS ON PLANTS

NIC-OPINE
Bottles, 25c & 50c
F. H. KRAMER, INC.

j916 F Street 722 9th Street
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Take Your Vacation! I
of all your teeth so you won't he II

mtain resorts with aching teeth. ft s§& I
>ut what condition your teeth are in. ^ I
>u will find our prices very moderate ljEasy Payment Terms to AM I

Sets of Teeth $5.00 up || [II Gold Fillings,. 75c up |
Silver Fillings 50c up b
Gold Crowns $3, $4, $5 || |

lentists (Inc.) li
Egt». N.W. I;

»llr. s » " P-*n. Muadar, S to 8. ^ II
I Book. I.ady attestant.

It's So Convenient.A Charge Account

IT'S so very convenient to have a charge account al
Mayer's. It enables you to select from our wonderfu

stock of tine furniture at the lowest prices and arrange foi
payment in convenient amounts. A charge account is at youi
service.

PolarKing Polar King
Refrigerator, i - |J| Refrigera,0r, jEj|
$5'75 few $17.95. fcis
Ha k n wood F <4 \ j tF^SMR

aWrVhT; llj £. 1 CID5E-^ nL || ^ |T_7r&:T !ochr,;s:, liC I > ^ sh;,v"nmovable tran t> removable oraln i < z

and drain pine. * \V | ft pipe and trap; lltfj
Lift lid. double I \v if il/:u'>nrh"-c ^IfiT,

case. well in- 1 = ^ $mfM' 1" inches deep, vrf=.
filiated. Net at \ r % [41 inches hiph.fci

thisju ice. "" Holds 60 lbs. i<-e. |^|.- V'-'.

Quartered Oak

T ARGK Colonial Style Dresser and
t.' Chiffonier that match exactly. Plate glass
mirrors, wood drawer pulls and large roomy drawers.Choice of imitation mahogany or quartered
oak.

Golden Oak Double-Door L

Wardrobe. FjC^" > y ^ ^ Itj

$5.95 BCl |
pOLDlCX Oak Ward- H
.* robe, with double doors and IyS; j : ' P? j H

cabinet locks, large top orna- j,®
ment. roomy drawer in base, with [ Et/'yl '

rj. ; rj
copper-finish pulls. hinds and mC'f.j j-i|
doors are paneled and made

J Bedroom Rocker. Mahogany

I $2.69
I \ T4 T1R DD\f R r\rh-nr r\t

u J^Arw w;;:;
** \JJ[ box seat: 'ias shaped panel hark and

~^gp gy can he had in mahogany finish ; very
* %/ good construction.

4-Passenger ^

$3.95(i

No Trouble to Wasb With
9 X /f

. *Vl* \1 only agitates an

'JK "fci.well as the large
* ~~

f rotary motion an

Put in Your Home on 15 Days' least possibility <

Free Trial wash.
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409 to 417 Seventh St N.W Phone Main 2826 Sf

fj Leonard Cleanabl
) "As Easily Cleaned

I\Af HEN you buy a refrigerator you buy it to
* * Don't chance the purity of YOUR food by

hard-to-clean linings, where there are innumerable
A Leonard Cleanable, with the wonderful seamless
than the hard-to-clean, insanitary seamed linings.

|j "THERE'S not a chance for dirt or grease in a Ler
B * partment is of one single, solid piece of seamless, glisti
f' dirt. It can be wiped clean with a damp cloth, just like a

frigerator by the saving of ice. See the demonstration here
aid the highest award at the Panama-Pacific exposition.

^ parts removable | lain lining, wtr^

U
"Hoosier Prices Will Advance"
"LJOOSIER prices will advance" is the

* * message from the factory. Enormous production
(Hoosier makes more kitchen cabinets than any five manufacturers)has kept the price down. Raw materials have
advanced so much that a raise in price is compulsory. Buv
vour Cabinet now. while prices are low. You can put it
in vour home on the C lub plan.

See "Hoosier Wonder,"

"White Enamel Lined

{J* -| Puts a Hoosier -J Weekly Quickly
^ A in Your Home ^ X Pays for It

1 Rattan Padded0

P $L95
ww\7 *1 " fffi

a V enDest ^ -m

3r Washer"fiSfmf [f£^tinger.
Tlic "Veribest" goes «

shing your clothes, better J --Tif' Iff 'af)'~"*K-< ,.w
le by hand, and without so Rfl H B W| R jPlry ,.7^*
s's trouble. Makes wash day ^ |'j^|i E jj jlj 1'j P

. A. "VERIBEST"
i ordinary motor washers
dasher type that merely agithe"Veribest" is constructed . T* 11
ubbing-suction principle,hav- Inree.Piece Pullmanel
rub-board dasher, which not y-x 1 /^V 1 TIT* 1
the clothes, the very small as l^uartered Uak, With
t- ntAOOC hut hir Ite o 1torn 'I t <1

d pressure of its own weight A PULLMANETTE SUITE
and thoroughly without the ** divan and well designed chairs. All
Df injuring the most delicate good quality of brown imitation leather.

serviceable ticking. A handsome suite, bi

A Store Service, Unusual
BUYING furniture at Mayer's means more than a I|J money transaction; it means a store service that guar- HI
itees you perfect satisfaction and insures you of lifetime H
rvice from the furniture you buy. j|j

le Refrigerators
as a China Dish"
preserve food and keep it clean and sweet.
trusting it to a refrigerator with insanitary,
cracks and crevices to collect dirt and germs,
porcelain linings, costs LESS in most cases

>nard Cleanable Refrigerator. Each food comcningwhite porcelain, not a crack or scam to collect
china dish. You'll soon save the cost of a cheap re:tomorrow of the many features which gave the Leon-

shelves; parts re- J l||
& \

Colonial Quartered p^otn g r _!^i'^
Oak Buffet,

$34.75
H lonial Quartered Oak ""^11 i!)jl(i 'i It

-Buffet: best of cabinet 'R? fjf/i'" [ fli !'/work; large mirror, plush- [j if
'

*

lined silver drawers; wood U^FII/'
pulls; large cupboard and ||

^ Doiid Quartered Uak

^ i.i | ^fjlP Hastings Table,

'~~^Wf~~~^ $19-75i i 6L_ LIASTIXGS TABLE.
'las removable top. steel T

bearing slides. Tyden leaf lock,
I ut and bolt construction,

^ > * tF' Solid quartered oak top. jllj

Golden Oak Dining Chair, l JTSnjj
$1.69 J H

L_JLA\ V Box Seat Dining
* t Cliair. of golden oak : well con- frW pstructed. Has padded scat of hlack U I»^L I
imitation leather. Will make a I ^^1 -g rf^1!good, serviceable chair for every- I ^

^

M Fumed Oak Telephone Stand.

Including Stool

imi si.29 I
WK L L MadeTelel>honeStand of solid oak.

yj x with box top and seat, large unJJ > % \ Hpr..hrlf for 1 rlpnlii me hook
Stool slides under stand when not !;if.- ' in use.

^ gNatural^^i|i|^|||i|[jj|||jjjjj|ij|ij{ijti!|i(ij|||^ jp Continental

I R"cker' I J 25c

'' l J
tte Suite, ^)>4Q 7*1Imitation Leather. .*+' *' * ^
of exceptionally npat design, with slat-end
of nicely figured quartered oak and upholstered in a very
Heavy link spring and thick cotton mattress, in attractive,
lilt for hard usage and specially priced for this sale only.

*


